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Differences in the spatial structure of China's higher education and its
relationship with economic development

Zhu Xiaoxia
(Department of Population, School of Sociology, Shanghai University, Shanghai, 210000)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, China's economy has developed rapidly, and the level of
education has also continued to rise. At present, my country’s nine-year compulsory education has
achieved full coverage, but just like the east-west differences in the Chinese economy and the
dualization of urban and rural areas, are there the same regional and urban-rural differences in China’s
higher education? In addition, in the C-D production function, capital input and labor population are the
main driving forces that affect economic growth. Incorporating higher education investment into this
model, what role will education play and how does it play a role? In this article, we will conduct an
empirical analysis on the time dimension and the geographical dimension based on the data from the
2015 and 2019 China Statistical Yearbooks around these two major issues. In the end, we concluded
that the current education in China presents significant differences in geographical distribution and
urban-rural distribution, and made the following recommendations based on the conclusions: 1)
Accelerate economic development and reduce the difference between the east and the west; 2) Overall
urban and rural development, and narrow the gap between urban and rural areas; 3) Improve women's
opportunities for higher education.
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