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Religious Thoughts in Wallace Stevens’ Sunday Morning from the
Perspective of Existentialism

Liu Hui
(Hunan University, Changsha city / Hunan Province, 410006)

Abstract: Sunday Morning is an excellent piece of poem written by Wallace Stevens, a modern
American poet, which is included in his Harmonium. This poem mainly describes a lady’s thoughts on
Sunday morning. The poet uses a large number of natural images, and also quotes many religious myths
and allusions, which makes a sharp contrast between lady’s meditation on religion and praise of secular
happy life. Through the analysis of the contents and images of the poem, this paper explores the poet’s
reflections on religions and life from the perspective of existentialist literary criticism. It also expounds
poet’s new religious thoughts as humanity triumphs over divinity and finitude replaces eternity.
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