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A Case Study on the Preference for the First Language Words Based on
the Hierarchical Network Model and the Spreading Activation Model

LI Zimei

(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Mental lexicon is the vocabulary knowledge storied in the long term memory, and the
Hierarchical Network Model and the Spreading Activation Model are two connection models of the long
term information. In the form of online questionnaire, this paper studies the preferential selection of the
words in the first language of the native speakers of Chinese, further explores the conformity of the two
models in the mental lexicon of the first language Chinese, and concludes that the Hierarchical Network
Model is fitter, beneficial to the vocabulary teaching in Children first language acquisition.

Keywords: First language acquisition; mental lexicon; the Hierarchical Network Model; the Spreading
Activation Model; word preference



