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The Conflict and Reconciliation between Religion and Human: Opinions
on the Poems and Paintings of "Leda and the Swan"

Sun Yuhan

(Hunan university, Changsha, Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: Both Michelangelo’s paintings and Yeats’s poem of the same name “Leda and the Swan”
reproduce the scene where Zeus turns into a swan and seduces Leda. Painting weakens the conflict
and emphasizes the harmony of the picture, while the poetry highlights the conflict with a heavy sense
of history. Starting from the paintings and poems, this thesis aims to explore their era backgrounds, so
as to analyse the similarities and differences in the expressions of the same subject by artists during the
Renaissance represented by Michelangelo and the late nineteenth century represented by Yeats.
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