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A Study on the Syntax of Separable Words in Mandarin Chinese

Hu Jingnan

(Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Separable words in Mandarin Chinese are a special kind of language form, which is
characterized by "separable but cognate”. The separable words have the grammatical function of phrase
when they are separated, and the grammatical property of words when they are combined. This study
first introduces the research status of separable words, and then mainly based on the light verb analysis
and the theory of "separable but cognate structure”, explores the syntactic generation of separable
structure of separable words from different perspectives, and finally summarizes the strength and

weakness of the two theoretical analysis.
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