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Hotspots and Trend of International Research on College Students'
Sense of Belonging——YVisualization Analysis Based on CiteSpace and
VOSviewer

XU Hui, XU Dan

(Institute of Educational Science, Hunan University, Changsha Hunan 410082)

Abstract: Based on 350 articles on college students' sense of belonging that are in web of science
core collection database from 2000 to 2020, this paper uses CiteSpace and VOSviewer to draw the
knowledge map and discusses the current situation, research hotspots and trend of international
research on college students' sense of belonging. It shows that the number of international researches
on college students' sense of belonging has increased significantly in the past five years; the
researchers are mainly in the United States; the hotspots focus on the relationship between sense of
belonging and ethnic factors, the relationship between sense of belonging and college environmental
factors, STEM students' sense of belonging and students' retention rate. Future research should focus
on more marginal students; increase qualitative research, mixed method research, longitudinal research,
repetitive research and experimental research; enrich and refine the concept of belonging.

Keywords: college students; sense of belonging; visualization analysis; knowledge map
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