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Pearl and fluorescence: a study of stone archetypes in Chinese and
Western literary works

Wen Yanling
(Hubei Institute For Nationalities, Enshi / Hubei, 445000)

Abstract: Archetypal criticism is an important theory of Western literature and art. Stone archetype,
as a typical and recurrent image, has different manifestations in Chinese and Western literary works: in
a dream of Red Mansions, it represents the tragic life of repeating archetypal paradigm in the process of
"entering the world" and "leaving the world"; in tragic defeat, it represents that although life is absurd,
everyone can master his own person The belief in living and getting happiness from it. Although the two
literary works have made different interpretations of the stone prototype, they both contain the
philosophical connotation of people's constant exploration of their life significance.

Keywords: prototype; The Dream of Red Mansion; A fiasco
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