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When Ideal Meets Reality: A Qualitative Study Of A Taiwanese Student
Who Leaves College In Mainland China

Wen jiayu, Xu dan

(Institute of Educational Science, Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan,410082)

Abstract: Taiwanese senior high school graduates in China are able to move from Taiwan to the
mainland through the exam-free enrollment policy implemented in mainland China,who surpass not only
the regional boundary but also two cultural fields.Using the method of interview, this paper makes a
qualitative research on Xiaozi, a Taiwanese female college student who dropped out of H University in
mainland China,and uses the data analysis method of combining generic analysis and situational
analysis to explore the reasons for her dropping out.Fingding that the reasons for her dropping-out
include two dimensions, one is the internal factors and the other is the external factors. The internal
factors of colleges and universities involve four aspects,peer-groups,entrance education,campus
environment and college management.The external factors of colleges and universities involve three
aspects: policy factors, personal characteristics and native family.And there are five stages during the
process of dropout,namely,the expectation before enroliment,the shock at the beginning,the confusion at
the beginning of the semester,the frustration at the mid-semester,and the rejection at the end of the
semester.Therefore,in order to help Taiwanese students on the mainland smoothly achieve the
cross-cultural transition from high school field to university field as well as integrate into mainland
universities and colleges,corresponding efforts should be made among the national level,mainland
universities that recruit Taiwanese students without examination,direct person in charge of Taiwanese
students in universities——class tutors and counselors, and Taiwanese students' parents.

Keywords: Taiwanese students on the mainland;Student attrition;the reasons; Qualitative research
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