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Theoretical Reflection on Translatability/Untranslatability
Based on Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Philosophy of Language
Liyuan Song
Yangtze Normal University,Fuling, Chongqging, 408100

Abstract: Based on Ludwig Wittgenstein's philosophy of language, first, four questions on translatability
/ untranslatability are discussed: (1) Translatability / untranslatability: whether it should be discussed or
not? (2) Is the source text stationary or changeful? (3) Can the translator understand the source text
objectively? Can the translator successfully convey to the readers his own understanding of the source
text?(4) Why is there translation in reality? Then, based on the answers to these four questions, it
arrives at the following conclusions: To translate is to take the bull by the horns and to make impossible
matters possible. As for untranslatability and translatability, which two forms a continuum from 0 to 1,
untranslatability is macro, technical, and constant,while translatability micro, practically necessary, and
always existing in human beings’ pursuit. They are acturally in co-existence, and they are inseparable.
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