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The Impact of Junior Middle School Geography Textbooks upon
Regional Identity at Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macao

AN Ning", ZENG Min?

(1. Center for Human Geography and Urban Development, Guangzhou University, Guangdong
Guangzhou 510006; 2. Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: Focusing on the junior middle school geography textbooks from Mainland China, Hong Kong
and Macao, this paper uses the method of NVivo analysis in order to examine the relations between
geography education and the awareness of people’s space identity. First, for the strategy of scale, this
paper finds that the mainstream textbooks in Mainland China and Macao stands majorly on the scale of
“state” but never refuses the global and regional scales for narrating the geography, while the
mainstream textbooks in Hong Kong weakens the geography narration on the scale of “state” but pays
more attention to the scale of “globalization” as well as “city”. Second, for the participating strategy, the
YJ version seems to be easier to get the student to be involved, and this version is endowed with more
local elements. Specifically, the YJ version is largely designed on the basis of the local geography
materials; but on the contrary, the PEP version is designed with less participating materials, so that it has
less impact upon the forming of place identity. Thirdly, for the awaking strategy, the YJ version is much
structural, adopting a binary discourse framework of “otherness and us” from which the locality of Hong
Kong is built up, while the PEP version is more emotional with an emphasis on the historical and cultural
arousing of students’ sense of nation and state. In a short word, the mainstream textbooks in Mainland
China and Macao pay more attention to the conceptual construction of nation/state, while the mainstream
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textbooks in Hong Kong formulate the strong sense of locality. This finding has responded to the current
conscience of place identity in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macao, contributed to the further
discussion of the relations between education and cultural geography. On the practical level, this study
has provided reference for the maintaining of the achievement of the united front as well as the practicing
of education and textbook reform.

Keywords: identity; knowledge production; geography textbook; NVivo analysis
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