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Quantitative Analysis of American Think Tanks’ Reports on

The Hong Kong Issue Since the Handover

Pang Qin*, Li Qining?
(1. School of International Relations, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong Guangzhou 510275; 1. School

of International Relations, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong Guangzhou 510275)

Abstract: The United States is the biggest external factor for the Hong Kong issue. This study analyzes
the content, attribution patterns, policy positions of American think tanks’ reports on Hong Kong issues by
quantitative methods. It finds out the number of Hong Kong-related research reports produced by
American think tanks each year is closely associated with the trend of US government’s interfering
behaviors towards Hong Kong, which suggests that American think tanks should have a clear impact on
the American government’s policies towards Hong Kong. The American think tanks can be divided into
"moderate” and "radical" factions with regard to policy interventions for Hong Kong. Their reports focus
on political issues, particularly local political development in Hong Kong and the relationship between
Mainland and the HKSAR, and this trend is on the rise. As for their policy recommendations for the
American government, while "supporting democracy in Hong Kong" and "strengthening economic
cooperation with Hong Kong" are increasing, "putting pressure on China" remains relatively stable.
Based on the above findings, this paper proposes corresponding policy responses.

Key words: Hong Kong; American Think Tanks; The Frame Theory; Quantitative Research
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