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Abstract: This study tries to explain how Mainland China residents working in Hong Kong with the
duration of less than 7 years construct and maintain their social networks during their mobility, focusing
on the dynamic development of the networks within their flow-out and flow-in areas. Relying on peers,
relatives and self-constructed networks, they initially try to establish a long-distance network in Hong
Kong to disperse the information. However, with the breakdown of work and life, it is difficult to construct
business relationship with the locals and maintain regional relationship with their peers sharing the
common experience, and finally family relationship increasingly plays a vital role as compensation. As a
result, the social network presents a loose and shrinking situation during the whole process of mobility.

Key words: Mainland China residents; Hong Kong; Mobility; Social network
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