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Who Needs Moral Saints
On the Perfectionism of Modern Virtue Ethics
Dong Binyu

Abstract: According to modern virtue ethics, the deontology by Kant showed no concern for the
practical context and real humanity owing to people's action merely out of their obligations. In particular,
supporters of modern virtue ethics like Wolf think that Kantian ethics and utilitarianism tend to lead to
moral saints, and in Wolf's opinion, moral saints are not worth yearning for because they are merely an
ideal personality. This argument, however, seriously misunderstands Kantian ethics. First, Kant's
deontology aimed to build a bottom line for action, and Kant opposed any moral saint; second, this
critique from scholars of modern virtue ethics applies to their own theories, though to a great extent they
stand against the so-called perfect morals; and third, from the perspective of pedagogy, virtue ethics tends
to impose higher requirements on those who are receiving education due to its presupposition of moral
saints, thus deviating from its original purpose. Comparatively, Kant advocated education based on
proper classifications of virtues, primarily aiming to establish a basic moral quality rather than pursue a
perfect personality and a happy life, but the basic moral quality is their potential starting point.

Key words: moral saint; Kant; deontology; virtues

Author: Dong Binyu, associate professor of the Department of Philosophy and Culture, Party
School of the Beijing Municipal Committee of CPC (Beijing Administrative College) (Beijing 100044)

[DTAELw : VFd 5]



