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The Approaches to the Development of Moral Education in American Schools
Han Liying

Abstract: Since the 21st century, moral education in American schools has gradually shifted from being
"theory-led" to being “practice-driven.” There being increasing doubts and criticisms on new character
education, people tend to pay more attention to the irrational factors of moral development, as well as the
problems arising from moral education, relevant projects and countermeasures, and three approaches have
come into existence. First, the development from moral cognition to the cultivation of emotional ability:
doubts were cast on constructivism and its practice based on the development of moral cognition, the
standpoint of moral education shifted from moral cognition to emotional development, and this triggered the
Social and Emotional Learning Program, which emphasized students5 emotional development. Second, the
development from negative punishment to the support of positive behavior: the focus of moral education
changed from the result-based negative punishment to the support of prevention-based positive behavior,
students were helped to develop positive behavioral habits, and this led to the "Positive Behavior Intervention
and Support Program." Third, the shift from individual morality to the repair of social relations: moral
education changed from the mere cultivation of individual morality to the repair of social relations, attention
was paid to seeking educational interventions outside justice, and this resulted in the "Restorative Justice
Project.” These three approaches, which have expanded the theory and practice of moral education in
American schools, help to solve the salient problems facing the moral development of American teenagers at
the current stage, but they have their own deficiencies.
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