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Patriotism as a Civic Virtue
Wu Jun
Patriotism means a kind of special concern for the state and one's compatriots. The most common
accusation towards patriotism is that this special concern violates the basic moral requirements of impartiality. In fact,
in the era of globalization, which is still an epoch of competition among nation-states, justice requires that people in
different relationships of rights and obligations act appropriately in accordance with that which is due and payable.
Consequentially, the moral rules allow for differentiated treatment as the imperative of justice. The special relationship
between citizens and the state as well as among compatriots requires all to bear special obligations. It is not only
reasonable but also necessary for citizens and compatriots to guarantee their rights by fulfilling their obligations with a
special concern, which, however, is also limited to the extent that one shall not harm another. In short, it is

short-sighted to see only the country but not human beings.



