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ABSTRACTS
(1) Research Paradigms for the Theoretical Evolution of Historical Materialism
Cao Dianshun 4 -
The German ldeology is the classic account of historical materialism, “but being stuck on this
judgment may obscure the exploration of the staged logical structure in the theoretical evolution of
historical materialism .Marx's historical materialism went through three stages and presents three research
paradigms. The research paradigm of historical materialism in its first stage takes on the pattern of
philosophical criticism, theoretically seeking to find out the general law of human social
development .The research paradigm of historical materialism in the second stage adopts the style of the
critique of political economy, * which reveals why historical materialism can regard its service in social
practice as its theoretical vitality. The research paradigm of historical materialism in the third stage follows
the example of anthropological studies, fulfilling its theoretical mission in the world history by showing
how historical materialism should be. The theoretical visions revealed by the dimensions of anthropologic
research, which were developed by Marx from the perspective of materialism, further enriched the
theoretical value of the* two great discoveries.” The future-oriented theoretical mission of the third
research paradigm should be continued by later Marxists after the social and historical conditions become
mature, thatis, the study of historical materialism should not be a research that has been thoroughly
done once it is discovered, it is instead a dynamic research based on philosophical essence.
(2) A Cultural Consensus on Ethical and Moral Development among the Masses in Chinese Society-
A Sustained Survey Data Based on Forty Years of Reform and Opening Up
Fan Hao 24 -
The data flows and information chains furnished by three rounds of nationwide surveys and four of
surveys in Jiangsu span the ten years from 2007 to 2017.Their analysis from the point of view of
philosophy of mind indicates that the forty years of reform and opening up have produced a cultural
consensus on ethical and moral development among the masses in Chinese society. The essence of it
can be encapsulated as an ethical cultural consensus. At the heart of this consensus is the consensus on the
modern form of the Chinese tradition of philosophy of mind, which views the ethical and the moral as
indivisible and gives primacy to ethics. This cultural consensus is manifest in three dimensions. The first
involves cultural consciousness and self-confidence with regard to ethics and morality: cultural
identification with and expectations for a return to ethical and moral tradition; cultural upholding with
regard to ethical and moral primacy; and cultural confidence in ethical and moral development .These
present the consensus on ethical culture from the three dimensions of tradition, present realities and the
future. The second dimension is the cultural consensus on the modern transformation of ethics and morality
in the form of the* new five bonds" and the* new five constant virtues.” The term* new five bonds" refers
to relations between parents and children, husband and wife, brother and sister, the individual and

society and the individual and the state, and the* new five constant virtues™ are love, integrity,

responsibility, justice, and tolerance. Both show a transformative trajectory seen in“ in ethics, hold fast



to tradition; in morality, march toward modernity.” The third dimension is the collective rationality of
ethical entities and the consensus on an ethical spirit . The problem consciousness of adherence to familial
ethics has seen a shift in cultural consensus from moral quality to ethical capacity: the cultural
identification of distributive justice with society's ethical entities; and the identification of cadre's morality
with state ethical entities . The cultural consensus on the three ethical entities of family-society-state
reflects the spiritual lineage of™ identity-transformation-development” in China's ethical culture.
(3) The Historical Dimension of Western Social Science Methodology
Guo Taihui 45 -

The social sciences are closely related to historical research. The three methodological traditions that
took shape in Western social sciences in the 19th century-Comte's positivism, Marx's materialist
dialectics, and Weber's hermeneutics-all aimed at understanding and solving the problem of modernity,
and have all had a profound impact on the development of social sciences. The three traditions were based
on different historical concepts and appeared in three different relational forms as they showed the way to
combining the social sciences and historical research. Comte's positivist tradition of “ making history a
social science™ regarded history as the "application” of the demonstrative material of the social sciences,
while Weber's hermeneutic tradition of** historicizing the social sciences” understanding took history as
the* substance” and the social sciences historical individuals and their actions. Marx's science as a way
of history, transcending the dispute between substance and application, started from the relations of
material production to reveal the historical unity of nature and society. As positivism came to dominate the
Western academic horizon and shifted toward the United States, which lacked a historical sense, an
ahistorical analysis of individual actions that sought precision and practicality became the standard for
Western social sciences, completely abandoning the important role of historical research in the social
science methodological tradition .After the Second World War, Western social science, in the name of a
"historical turn, ” selectively combined the historical dimensions of the three methodological traditions,
but their incorporation of history into the social sciences took a simplistic approach to history as material
and method, and failed to escape the stereotypes of positivism. In the face of the global spread of
terrorism and economic crises in the 21st century, the "end of history" has become an outdated argument,
and Western social sciences are encountering new challenges and changes .To solve the major problems
faced by the community of mankind and reconstruct the social sciences as a whole, we need to reiterate

Marx’s tradition of the "science of history, * denounce the ahistorical consciousness of the positivist

tradition, and



