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An analysis of the influence of Gu Cheng's death on its classicization

Li Tan

(the CollegeofChineselLanguage andLiterature, HunanUniversity, Changsha /Hunan,410082)

Abstract: In October 1993, the news that Gu Cheng, a poet of the obscure school, had killed his wife and
hanged himself on Rapids Island shocked the Chinese people, and the controversy over the "death of Gu
Cheng" raged on, focusing mainly on the evaluation of the incident and the analysis of its causes. The
controversy involved poets of the obscure school, professional literary critics, and ordinary readers. In
addition to serious critical essays, the debate also takes the form of prose poems and interviews. Based
on detailed textual materials, this paper restores the scene of the vociferous debate and analyzes its
influence on Gu Cheng's classicization. On the one hand, it increases the attention of the academic
research field to Gu Cheng's poems and his person; on the other hand, it enhances the general public's

imagination of the poet and stimulates the desire to read.

Keywords: Gu Cheng's death, arguments, classicization, effect
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