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An Introduction to Literary Thought in the Late Sui Dynasty

Li Tan

(the CollegeofChineselLanguage andLiterature, HunanUniversity, Changsha /Hunan,410082)

Abstract: It is inseparable from the study of Emperor Yang, Liu Shanjing, and Wang Tong to discuss the
literary thought of the late Sui Dynasty. Emperor Yang Guang, who was both the son of the emperor and
a poet, had a great influence on the literary world of the late Sui Dynasty. On the one hand, the cultural
policies promulgated by him influenced the atmosphere of literary creation; on the other hand, his literary
creation and aesthetic taste showed that his literary ideas influenced the upper class. On the other hand,
his literary creation and aesthetic taste showed that his literary ideas influenced the upper class people,
which could be seen from the mutual evidence of these two aspects. As a literary theorist, Liu Shanjing
paid attention to the sound rhythm of poetry from the literary position. Wang Tong's traditional Confucian

literary ideas were concentrated in the book Zhong Shuo, which showed a conservative tendency.

Keywords: literary thought, Sui Yang Emperor, Wang Tong, Liu Shanjing
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