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Female Images and Their Tragic Destiny in Patriarchal Society
-- A Study of The Great Gatsby from the Perspective of Feminism

Huang Ling
(Hunan University, Chang Sha/Hu Nan Province, 410082)

Abstract:The Great Gatsby is a novelette created by American writer Francis Scott Fitzgerald. Its
story is set in New York city and Long Island of the 1920s. In this work, most female images are
negative. These women are selfish, indifferent, empty, money-oriented and dependent, completely
relying on men for a living. Three main female characters have a tragic destiny.From the perspective of
feminism these unmoral female images and their tragic life are closely related to the patriarchal society
they live in at that time, of which all of them are the poor victims.Actually, patriarchal ideology permeates
Fitzgerald’s works.
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