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The Generalized Verb “Dou” in Gushi Dialect

Zhang Chaonan
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City / Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract:

Gushi dialect belongs to the part of Xinbang dialect in Zhongyuan Mandarin. “ Dou” is a universal
verb in Gushi dialect which has special usage and meaning. The verb “dou” has many meanings, it can
be used as fight, play, do, eat, drink, smoke, compete, get, make money, steal, catch, win, lead to and it
also can be used as a mark of agreement or positive. The semanteme feature of verb “dou” has
autonomy and persistence, and it is an action verb. The syntactic function of verb “dou” is used as a
predicate or predicate center in the sentence. It can be affected by the negative adverb “mei” modification,
but it can’t be modified by adverb of degree. The verb “dou” and “zhe”, “le”, “guo” can be used together to
reflect the change process of action, and it also can overlap and the form is AA type. The reason of the

generalization including two reasons: historical and cultural reasons and the use of language aspects.

Key words: dou; generalization; Gushi dialect; universal verb
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