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Deep Problems on History of Linguistics in the Period of the Republic of China

BO Shousheng

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Linguistics in the Period of the Republic of China was at the critical historical juncture of the
great breakthrough and great change, but it was not torn with Chinese Traditional Linguistics. Linguistics
in the era of great change was easy to “get ahead of the fashion ethos” , and Linguistics in the Period of
the Republic of China had lasting impact. Been silent after its publication for more than 20 years,
Mashiwentong(-Z /€ X#) got the final establishment of the epoch-making academic status, especially
with its thought of “comparison” having a profound impact in our country. The formation of the concept of
“linguistic typology” can not be separated from the thought of “Comparative Method”. The impact of
western “Structuralism Linguistics” on Chinese Linguistics is not thoroughgoing, but “Chinese
Structuralism” still plays an important role up to now. It is difficult to write the history of linguistics, mainly
because it is difficult to grasp the Linguistics Thoughts, and the most difficult thing is how to reach
balance between “solid philology bas” and “fluency in writing”. Linguistics discipline calls for the
“specialization research” on Linguistics in the Period of the Republic of China.

Keywords: History of Linguistics in the period of the Republic of China; Linguistics Thoughts;
Mashiwentong (% /€ X.#); Comparative Method; Chinese Structuralism
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