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The diachronic evolution of the causal conjunction "Wei" and related

construction
Chen Bo
(HUNAN UNIWERSITY, Changsha / Hunan Province, 410082)

Abstract: In the early period of the pre-Qin period, "Wei" has developed into a versatile verb with
flexible usage and generalization. The use of causal conjunctions was formed during the Warring States

Period and experienced the evolution of verbs > prepositions > causal conjunctions. This paper uses the

construction grammar theory to examine the diachronic development trajectory of the causal conjunction

"Wei " and related construction from the perspective of form and meaning, and describes the motivation
and mechanism of its evolution.

Keywords: Constructionalization; Constructional Change; Coercion; Absorption



