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An Explanation of the Basic Principles of Historical Materialism in The
German ldeology

- based on the first chapter of the first volume "Feuerbach"

Liu Limin

(Marxism College, Hunan University, Changsha City, 410082)

Abstract: "German Ideology" is recognized as the first systematic study of historical materialism. The
basic principles and important ideas of historical materialism discussed in this work are: those engaged in
practical activities are the starting point of historical materialism. The role of division of labor in the
development of social history, the principle of dialectical relationship between productivity and production
relations, economic foundation and superstructure. The interpretation and interpretation of the basic
principles and important ideas of these historical materialism will help us understand and grasp the
scientific system of historical materialism and the development process of Marxist philosophy.

Keywords: German ideology, Historical materialism ,Feuerbach



