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A Contrastive Analysis of the Movie Return and the Novel Lu Yanzhi
Prisoner

Chen Yuling
(Hunan University, Changsha/Hunan, 410000)

Abstract:

16 May 2014, Director Zhang Yimou's film Return, adapted from Yan Geling's novel Yan Geling's Lu
Yanzhi Prisoner, has been shown in cinemas all over the country. This is another cooperation between
Zhang Yimou and Yan Geling after Jinling Thirteen Chains. Yan Geling, the author of the novel, is a
famous travel beauty writer. Looking at Yan Geling's works, we can easily find that most of her works
are based on women's perspective, but the novel "Lu Yanzhi Prisoner" is also the first time that she
turned her attention to male creation. The novel "Lu Yanzhi Prisoner" not only has a high literary
attainment, but also enjoys a strong historical reference value. But after the film Return, adapted from
this novel, was released, people's opinions were polarized. After watching the film,I did find that there
was a big discrepancy between the film and the novel. Therefore, this paper will make a comprehensive
comparison and analysis of movies and novels from four aspects: theme, characters, plot and ending.

Keywords:

Yan Geling; Lu Yanzhi Prisoner; Return



