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The Demand Analysis of Intercultural Competence for Engineering
Graduates Foreign Language General Education Courses in the
International Accords Background

Liang Yuegian
The College of Applied Foreign Languages, Heilongjiang University, Haerbin 150080
Abstract:

Washington Accord requires the Engineering graduates to have the communication competence and the
foreign language competence. This paper used the questionnaire and the face-to-face interview to get
their favorite professional competences and intercultural competences. The results reflect that students
prefer professional competences to intercultural competences. The direction of “On strengthening and
improving ideological and political work in colleges and universities under new situation”, the training
program for top-notch students in basic disciplines of Ministry of Education, the national standard of
teaching quality of foreign language majors in colleges and universities, and a guide to college English
teaching expect the graduates to have not only the professional competences but also the international
communication competences. Intercultural competences may help China realize its strategic plan. It is
necessary to develop and design the general education of international communication classes on the
basis of the existing foundation. According to the characteristics of the engineering education, we should

enhance the actual technique, increase international perspective, and give some scientific guidance.
Keywords:

engineering; general education; intercultural competence; Washington Accord
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