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Modern Men’s Existential Dilemma in Burning

Wu Haomin
(School of Liberal Arts, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Burning, Lee Chang-dong’s new drama, has finished top of Screen’s Cannes 2018 jury grid
with a record score of 3.8 out of 4. Burning shows Lee Chang-dong's consistent adherence to expressing
life with movies. The film tells the intricate story of three young people who have different life experiences,
that expresses the living conditions of modern people. This paper focused on the three key words of
identity, loneliness and rage. Through the above three viewpoints, this paper analyzed the living
conditions of modern people in Burning. Embarrassment of self-identification and unsolvable inner
loneliness eventually lead to irrepressible anger. Lee Chang-dong reflects the real survival dilemma of

people in modern society through Burning.

Keywords: Burning; Identity; Loneliness; Rage; Hunger



