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Popular Support for Meritocracy and It’s Limitation

Chu Chengya Zhanghongfa(Shandong University, Jinan / Shandong, 250100))

Abstract: At present, the debate on Meritocracy is mainly theoretical in academic circles. Based on the survey data of political
attitudes of college students in Shandong Province in 2017, this paper analyzes the relationship between the concept of
Meritocracy and Democracy and political elitism as well, and finds that about one-third of college students agree with the
concept of Meritocracy as for the quality of officials and the mechanism of selecting officials. College students who can identify
with Meritocracy do not necessarily agree with the political elitism characterized by "political privilege". In a sense, only by
drawing a clear line with political elitism can the theoretical proposition of Meritocracy obtain more popular support.

Keywords: Meritocracy; Political attitudes; College students
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