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On J.Hillis Miller's literary view from "On Literature"
Ying Liao
(the College of Chinese Language and Literature , Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082 )

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, the Chinese academic circles have been engaged in
fierce debates on the topic of "the termination of literature" and "the death of literature". "The termination
of literature" was summarized from the speech delivered by American deconstructionist literary theorist
J.Hillis Miller at the 2000 academic symposium "The Future of Literary Theory: China and the World" in
Beijing, but some scholars think it is a misreading of Miller. What kind of literary view does Miller hold?
We can analyze the book On Literature written by Miller in 2002. In this book, Miller expressed his belief
in supporting literature and discussed the characteristics of literature itself from two aspects, namely

literary works and literary acceptance.

Keywords: J.Hillis Miller; On Literature; Literature; the Termination of Literature



