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Analysis of Plato’s criticism of Homer in the Politeia

Lin Jinfang

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Hunan University, Changsha , 410082,China)

Abstract:In the Politeia, Plato set up a historical stage in the form of character dialogue, and reflected
Plato's poetics in philosophy, politics, education and so on. One of the contents of the dialogue is the
criticism of Homer's way of writing in the epic, which shows Plato's attitude of poetry and poet's attitude.
The criticism is mainly reflected in chapter two and three about the good education of defenders and the
creation of poems by poets. Four volumes of music education, ten volumes of imitation. By combing
Plato's thoughts in these parts, we can see that he has formed a complete set of works from the purpose,
principle and way of creation. The stipulation, behind these regulations, also has Plato from the different
standpoint the goal. Through the comparison between Plato and Homer, we can see that the deep

reason of this criticism lies in their different attitudes towards poetry and life.

Keywords: the Politeia; Plato;Homer;Poetic attitude
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