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Remodeling of Cao Cao——Japanese Writer Chen Shunchen
Reevaluates Cao Cao through Poetry

Zheng Zhaohu
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: Since Cao Cao was on the stage of history, there always have been full of controversies.
And his legendary life is often adapted into different versions. In China, Cao Cao is a quite complex and
contradictory image. Some people believe he is a chaotic man, while others think his power is more
superior than other ministers. Some people suppose he has helped the Han dynasty out of trouble,
while others say he controls the prince to give orders to other ministers. Some say he describes the
difficulty of common people in his poems, while others say he is suspicious and insidious. In our
neighboring country, Japan, most Japanese speak highly of him. During the period of economic
downturn, Cao Cao was highly respected. Japanese’s evaluation of Cao Cao comes mostly from
historical texts. A Japanese writer, Chen Shunchen, evaluated Cao Cao in a different way through Cao
Cao's poetry, and pointed out that poetry reflected his personality, and he also reshaped the image of
Cao Cao with his poetry.

Keywords: Cao Cao; difference; poetry; remodeling
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