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The Influence of Sassure’s Linguistic Theory on the 20th-Century
Russian Literary Theory
——Taking Shklovsky, Jakobson, Propp and Lotman as Examples

Au Meng-lian

(Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Sassure’s linguistic theory injected new theory elements to the 20th-century Western Literary
Theory, which triggered “the linguistic turn” in the research of the 20th-century Western Literary Theory. It
has significant influence on the theories of the 20th-century Russian Formalism and Semiology. The
theory of Shklovsky, Jakobson, Propp and Lotman individually shows close interaction with the theory of
Sassure, which liberates the language from its “cage” step by step. Based on Sassure’s linguistic theory,
this thesis analyzes how the above-mentioned four literary theorists carry forward Sassure’s linguistic
theory and form their own theoretical system. We can further have an insight into “the linguistic turn” in
Russian Literary Theory.

Key Words: Sassure’s linguistic theory; the 20th-century Russian Literary Theory; the linguistic turn
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