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Features of Mennipea in Dostoevsky’s Middle-Length and Short Novels

Wu Qi-fang

(School of Humanities Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Dostoevsky created a new genre of fiction, but it is not unprecedented. Bakhtin discovered
Mennipea as he searched for the origin of Dostoevsky’s novel genre. And he pointed out that Mennipea,
a seriously-laughable genre, acquired unique regeneration and innovation from Dostoevsky’'s works.
Dostoevsky’s writings have a distinct feature of Mennipea which was particularly reproduced and
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developed in his middle-length and short novels; his articles embodies three typical features of Mennipea
such as experiment on moral psychology, interweaving of space-time and insertion of genre. Itis not by
accident for Dostoevsky to use Mennipea and the free form of Mennipea fits the writer’s idea of invention.
He criticized the social situation as he talked with reality with the help of Mennipea. Meanwhile, he
integrated his own understanding of the times into his literary productions. On the one hand Dostoevsky
presented his deep understanding of society and people, while on the other he conveyed his profound

thinking on eternity.

Key words: Dostoevsky; Mennipea; Bakhtin; middle-length and short novels
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