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The Background and Methods of the Super-Ministry Reform
in China after the 19th CPC National Congress

SHI Xue-hua ZHAO Zhong-chen

Abstract: Since the reform and opening-up, China has carried out eight major government organizational
reforms, which in certain sense is a major reform of institutional abolition and functional adjustment. Though the
past seven major reforms have achieved organizational simplification, personnel reduction, and functional
changes, there are still problems such as function overlapping, personnel redundancy and multi-headed manage-
ment. In particular, most of the reforms have been confined within the government system. The 18th CPC Nation-
al Congress clearly stated that it is necessary to deepen the reform of state institutions and administrative sys-
tems, and modernize the state governance system and governance capabilities, which guides the direction for the
super-ministry reform. After the 19th CPC National Congress, under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on So-
cialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the overall innovative thinking of the new round of super-
ministry reform is to include the plural parties such as political parties, the people's congresses, administrations,
judicial authorities, social organizations, enterprises, public service units and individual citizens; to break the
concept of super-ministry confined to the departments of the State Council in the past, by including the concept
of big system in the adjustment program for the reform of the ministry system; to take the strengthening and opti-
mizing the Party's leadership as the important principles for the adjustment of state organizations and implement
them throughout the process of the super-ministry reform; to implement the principal of the matching between
structure and function in the standardization of institutional functions, units, levels, and obligations. It is believed
that after this round of super-ministry reform, China's government agencies will surely be more structurally
sound, functionally complete, clear-cut and efficient in the future.

Keywords: Thel9th CPC National Congress; Super-ministry reform; New motivation; New idea; Big system
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