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A Textual Research into Xiongnu’s Code of Laws

ZHANG Yu-ming

(Center for Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia University, Inner Mongolia, Hohhot, 010021)

Abstract: With regard to Xiongnu’s legislation, one thing that has really intrigued historians is its criminal law; yet,
the rest are barely touched. By analyzing specific examples and comparing them with other northern ethnic groups,
it is obvious that Xiongnu has a rather extensive legal system, which not only deals withstate and social institutions
but also touches on military affairs and individual behaviors. These laws are of paramount significance for theyare a
propeller for social stabilization and development,as well as the formation and perfection of the legal system of later

generations.
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