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A Contrastive Study of Chinese Animal Collective Classifier Qun and Its
English Counterparts

Zhou Huanmei
(Hunan Uniwersity, Changsha/ Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: The classifier is an independent word class in the grammatical system of Chinese, which is
large in number, diverse in variety, exclusive in purpose, rich in emation and flexible in usage. Although
English is not a classifier language, there are some partitive constructions whose characteristics in
terms of number, variety and flexibility are contrary to those of Chinese. However, such a tendency is
reversed when it comes to the animal collective classifiers. Chinese is poor in the number of animal
collective classifiers, with a classifier qun being able to express almost all the concepts of animal groups,
that is to say, it has strong universality and it keeps neutral in modality. This is contrary to the general
features of Chinese classifiers. In contrast, the English counterparts of qun are different, as they are
large in number, diverse in variety, rich in emotion and flexible in usage. Based on prototype
categorization theory, this paper contrasts and analyzes the categorization of animal collective
classifiers between Chinese and English.

Keywords: Animal collective classifiers; qun; prototype categorization theory
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