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EFL Learners’ Processing of English Words with Derivational Suffix

Zhou Huanmei
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Lexical processing is one of the research focuses in psycholinguistics, and the processing of
morphologically complex words has attracted much attention. From previous literature, there are three
models: Full-listing Model, Decomposition Model and Dual-route Model. Some researchers supported
Decomposition Model but they disagreed on whether morphological decomposition is based on
morpho-orthographic information or morpho-semantic information. Previous research mainly focused on

native speakers’ morphological processing, whereas studies on second language learners are relatively
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few and controversial. By extending morphological processing into the field of letter transposition, this
study used masked priming paradigm. Here are the major findings: both whole-word processing and
decomposition are used in second language learners’ morphological processing, supporting Dual-route
Model. It also proved that morphological decomposition was based on morpho-orthographic information.

Keywords: Lexical processing; Morphologically complex words; Second language learners;

Transposed-letter effect

HeEBA (T#R) AWt (1992-10-14), E LT RFIRiEFRIBETFALAETSE, FRTH
ACIEIET



