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Transformation of the Major Social Contradictions and
Building a Better Chinese Society in the New Era

LIU Guoxi
( Marxism School, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China )

Abstract: As China enters the new era of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics, its major social contradictions
have been transformed into the incompatibility between people’s increasing needs for a better life and the unbal-
anced and inadequate development. This poses a new issue for the researcher to redefine how China should
build its society. If we approach this issue from the perspective of theory, history and practice in the context of
the strategic agenda for China’s socialist modernization as formulated in the Report at the 19th National Con-
gress of the Communist Party of China, it is advisable for China to build its society through two stages. By
2035, essential social modernization should be realized. By the middle of the 21st century, a harmonious social-
ist society should come true. Rational tensions would occur between the narrow and broad interpretations, aca-
demic and policy readings of building a society, yet self~adjustment and adaptation would be necessary in the

process.

Key words: New Era; transformation of major social contradictions; building a society; target; 19th National

Congress of the Communist Party of China



