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Conceptual Blending Analysis on Willow Image in Ancient Chinese
Poetry
Deng Xiujuan
(School of Foreign Languages of Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan Province, 410006)

Abstract:

China is left with abundant poems in its 5,000 years’ history. Chinese poetry has long been the
favor of researchers, and image, an important part of poem, is the soul and life. Willow, typical nature
image, holds significant role in traditional Chinese culture and is one of the most frequent image in
ancient Chinese poetry. This paper is trying to analyze willow image in ancient Chinese poetry based on
conceptual blending theory. Research findings indicate that conceptual blending theory is a universal
cognitive mechanism, which has strong power to explain willow image.
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