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An Analysis of Wei Yuan's Thought in “Brief introduction of the World”
Over for Preparing the Sea

Zhang Ziyang
(Hunan University,Changsha/Hunan,410000)

Abstract: Wei Yuan is a famous writer and historian in the modern history of China. He was the first
person in modern China to “look at the world.” His thoughts have had an important influence on China
and its neighboring countries. The "Brief introduction of the World Over" is one of its most prestigious
works. "Focus on the Sea" is the first two volumes of this book. It is rich in content. It contains Wei Yuan's
military thoughts, diplomatic ideology, and "division of the sea." The idea of using techniques to control
foreigners is a concentrated expression of Wei Yuan'’s external thinking after the Opium War.

Keywords: Wei Yuan; thoughts; Brief introduction of the World Over
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