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The Application of Legal argumentation in Judicial Trial for the
International Court of Justice

Li Heng
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: The legal argumentation is one of the basic issues of legal philosophy, which became a
new field of Western pharmacology in the 1960s. Currently, the legal argumentation theory research
begun to take shape, but it has not formed a unified theoretical system, and it is rare studying in
application in judicial trial of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The legal argumentation is based on
a logical form, from the perspective of the legitimacy, the rationality and legitimacy proving, so the
conclusions can persuade the audience. The legal argumentation is not only a law argumentation, but it
is also a facts’ argumentation, which includes judicial syllogism, rhetoric and dialogue methods. Legal
argumentation plays an important role in the Judicial Trial for ICJ. ICJ is international judicial organ of
the settlement of international disputes, its ruling relating to a country's sovereignty, territorial integrity
and so on various major interests, so the legal argumentation is needed to enable the parties to abide
by and comply with the ruling.

Keywords: Legal argumentation; ICJ; Judicial Trial; Application
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