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Liang Qichao and the Emergence of the Concept of "Chinese Literature”

QiQi LiuGe
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: The concept of “Chinese literature”, which we are familiar with and commonly use nowadays,
in the modern wave of “Western learning is moving toward the east”, its production and use experienced
a series of twists and turns caused by differences in the Chinese and Western cultural connotations.
Liang Qichao, as a public opinion bearer and reform advocate of the era, used the teaching and
experience of the Meiji period in Japan to publicize political ideas and stimulate the public's morality. He
vigorously advocated the positive significance of new fictions for ordinary people and society. The
concept of “Chinese literature” emerged in the process of the promotion of this new style of novel, in the
interactive use and connection of the concepts of “fiction” and “literary”.

Keywords: Liang Qichao, Meiji Japan, Chinese Literature
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