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On The Receptive Difference of the Philosophy of Humour of Fielding
and Amis

Wen Zhang
(School of Foreign Languages, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan / Hubei, 430070)

Abstract: Both Henry Fielding and Kingsley Amis enjoyed a talent for generating mirth that was
irrepressible. Regarded as those limited non-contemporary novelists who could be read with unaffected
and whole-hearted interest, Fielding and Amis offer to the reader today as much pleasure and
enrichment as they did to the reader of their own times. Although a moral seriousness is the tenor and
basis of Fielding’s art, its vehicle is the laughter inspired with a desire to censure vice. For Amis,
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Fielding’s humor was closer to his own than that of any writer. Unfortunately, the reception of their
humor by their fellow citizens is of great difference. This paper aims to investigate the external and
internal factors which lead to this receptive difference between these two writers by applying theories of
humor, cognitive reception and response and reader participation to the analysis of their masterpieces.

Keywords: (philosophy of humor, reader participation, receptive difference, cognitive distance)
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