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Tragedy of the commons and tragedy of the private : Theoretical thinking on
property right system and grazing mode of grass pasture -Comment on the
property right system and grazing mode in Mongolia

Arenqi
(Center for Mongolia Studies of Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot, 010021 )

Abstract: The solution to the "tragedy of the commons" and the "tragedy of private land" and the contradiction

between Large-scale utilization of grassland and livestock breeding on a household basis have not only faced with



difficult problems in the operational level, but also in theory is facing great challenges. Representative scholars of
the "tragedy of the commons theory" as Hardin tend to agree on grassland property rights system reform on the
basis of privatization, while the representatives of the "common pool theory" as Ostrom tend to adopt collective or
community type internal contract management on common pasture, in order to reduce the cost of coordination
within the organizations, to enhance organizational cohesion, and to avoid happening of the "tragedy of private
land" and of a state dominated monopoly system for natural resource conservation. It is puzzling that the change of
grassland property right system has gone through both the "tragedy of the commons" and the "tragedy of private
land", and in a sense, it has experienced the failure of collective or community management grassland system.
Where is the way out? We may not get a ready-made answer from this article. We certainly have to deal with the
complexity and the multiplicity of China's "grassland property rights and management system" as well as to reach a

fit point between different management levels and different management patterns.

In other words, from the perspectives of administrative and rational use of grassland, to establish a coordination
mechanism to effectively convey information between the national level grassland management system (including
the Implementers and monitors) and the collective ownership as well as the individual contract management rights,
namely we need to set up a composite management system with a clear division of labor and with respect to

individual property rights, collective property rights and state macro management authority at different levels.

Key words: Tragedy of the commons; tragedy of the private; property right of grass pasture
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