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China’ s and Western Harmony Theory Source and Their Dialogue

Gao Weihua

(Foreign Language Department, Shenyang University of Chemical Technology, Shenyang /Liaoning
Province, 110142)

Abstract :Harmony idea possesses great domain and strength of utterance in China’ s and

Western cultural landscape. Harmony thought in the West can be traced back to the two
schools ---Pythagoras and Heraclitus---which are different in Idealism and Materialism,
and in China can be traced back to two sects --- Lao tzu of Taoism and Confucius of
Confucianism---which are different in Retreat and Engagement. Going through the
developments of the ancient Greece, the middle ages, the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and the modern era, western harmony theory on the basis of the unceasing
criticism gets rid of the stale and brings forth the innovative idea. China’s harmony theory,
after the development of the pre-Qin period, Han and Tang dynasties, Song and Yuan
dynasties, and Ming and Qing dynasties, pursues a unique way of development. The
two clear development contexts make possible multiple and equal dialogue between
China’s and Western harmony theories. The occurrence of the harmony theory in China
and the West is that both have similar economic and social basis and spiritual traditions,
i.e., the myth. However, the occurring harmony theories in China and the West on the
basis of similarities have significant differences. It is significant differences that make
harmony theory in China and the West develop in a different way, and it is similarity that
makes harmony theory in China and the West eventually merging possible. In modern
times, China’ s and western cultures exchange unceasingly, which gives a new
connotation of the harmony idea, and the harmony idea becomes a powerful
methodology tool and aesthetic concept of observing and analyzing of the world shared
by China and the West.

Keywords: China and the West  harmony theory idealism and Materialism Retreat and
Engagement dialogue
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