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(1) He is watering the flowers.

(2) Let’ s go fishing.

(3) Please queue up the files.
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(4) Jane, could you please powder the asprin?
(5) The shells were stranded on the beach.
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(6) My mother had nursed the sick boy all the years.

(7) She still nurses the pain of rejection.

(8) My supervisor has nursed a number of new talents.
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A Cognitive Study of Denominal Verbs

Ling Qian
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, language competence is closely related to
cognition and conceptual work of human brains. The nature of language in use is a kind of conceptual
work, which results from the effects of cognitive mechanism. Denominal verbs are created when people
need to adapt their language into actual communication. It is an innovation phenomena and a cognitive
phenomena in nature as well. As a consequence, it is the result of metonymy and metaphor. To account
for this phenomena, this paper explains from the perspective of cognitive linguistics.
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