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An Experimental Study on the Tripartite Demonstrative Pronouns in

Changshou Dialect

Dan Zhang
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: It has triggered abundant attention from many linguists all the time whether the
demonstrative pronouns in some language belong to binary system or tripartite system. As for the
existence of trisection Chinese dialect, many scholars drew conclusions from describing the
phenomenon, listing some examples or their senses of the dialects. There was a desperate lack of
empirical studies on this topic. Only Jing and Abe (2011) made an empirical study on the demonstrative
pronouns in Sichuan dialect. But they took only distance into consideration, while the number of objects
was not considered. Based on the empirical study (the influence of distance was considered) carried out
by Jing and Abe (2011), and the number of objects (Chu and Deng, 2003), 22 scenes were set in
present study to investigate the effects of two variables ( distance and the number of objects) in the
actual use of demonstrative pronouns in Changshou dialect. The research questions are as follows:1)
What role does distance play in the actual use of demonstrative pronouns in Changshou dialect? 2)
What role does object number play on the actual use of demonstrative pronouns in Changshou dialect?
3) Do the demonstrative pronouns in Changshou dialect belong to binary or tripartite system?

The experimental results are as follows: 1) There are three demonstrative pronouns in Changshou
dialect. Distance is the most important factor that influences the use of the three demonstrative
pronouns in Changshou dialect, yi (this) is often used to refer to the proximal, ko (that) is often used to
refer to the medial, n(that) is often used to refer to the distal. 2) The object number made little
difference in the use of demonstrative pronouns in Changshou dialect. 3).The demonstrative pronouns
in Changshou dialect belonged to tripartite system.

Key words: Changshou Dialect; Demonstrative pronouns; Binary System; Tripartite System
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