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On the Thought of Coastal Defense of Zuo Zongtang

Peng Shaoguo
(Yuelu Academy,Hunan University,Changsha Hunan,410082)

Abstract: ZuoZongtang, a distinguished official in late Qing dynasty, not only concentrated on frontier
defense, but also paid special attention to coastal defense. As one of the local representative of the
Westernization Movement, Zuo Zongtang carried forward directly Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan'’s thought
called ‘learn from the advanced technologies in the West in order to resist the invasion of the Western
powers’, which means learn from the advanced technologies in the west in order to resist the invasion of
the western powers. According to the thought, Zuo Zongtang founded Fuzhou dockyard, trained a
number of talented persons to protect and construct coastal areas, laid equal stress on coastal and
frontier defense. In addition, he held an idea that focus on the special defense of seaport, The command
right of navy and the duty of protecting Taiwan. Meanwhile, he put the mission of ‘bao min(means
protecting people) as one of the important thing in strengthening the defense of coastal. All in all, for
coastal defense and the construction of navy in late Qing dynasty, Zuo Zongtang played an important
role in many aspects..

Keywords: Zuo Zongtang; Thought of Coast Defense;thought on frontier defence
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