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A Cognitive Study on Shen me X bu X Construction
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Abstract: As a structure full of intense subjectivity, the highly frequent Chinese construction Shen me X
bu X is mainly used to indicate negative meaning and the dissatisfaction of the speaker. It is usually
seen in informal oral communications. Since the end of the eighties of last century, more and more
scholars have explored this construction from different perspectives. These researches are conducive to
reinforcing the understanding of the essence of it, which can guide the work of foreign Chinese teaching

and improve the teaching efficiency of the teachers.

Keywords: Shen me X bu X construction; construction grammar; syntactic function; negation



