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The Origin and Evolution of “Southern Belcher wet, the men die young”

Zhan Qiuping; Wang Yong
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082)

Abstract: The viewpoint of “Southern Belcher wet, the men die young” in Records of the Historian
reflected the social reality in south China at that time. However, more and more praises of the southern
environment were appeared since Tang and Song Dynasties. “Southern Belcher wet” seemed not to be
so scared anymore, and the descriptions of Belcher wet directly related to death were almost
disappeared. The transition attributed to three factors: the environmental change of south China, the
improvement of medical level, and the obtainment of more discourse rights for the Southern people.

Keywords: south China; Belcher wet; medical level; the environmental change
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