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Title The Syntactic and Semantic Comparison Between Chinese
Progressive Aspect Marker Zai and Zhe

Chen Zhe
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: The thesis adopts Chinese progressive aspect marker zai and zhe as research subject, and
clarifies the differences between zai and zhe in meanings, linear order position and syntax as well as the
co-occurrence of zai and zhe in one progressive sentence from the perspective of semantics, syntax
and pragmatics on the basis of formal semantics and syntax. In response to these questions, we draw
the following explanations in the thesis: a) Following the previous studies of Wang Yuan (2012), we
propose that If predicate P is homogeneous, then for all the individuals events , which owns P features,
their sub-events are also homogeneous. b) The meaning differences between zai and zhe is mainly
influenced by homogeneity; And the main position difference is that zai could only occur pre-verbally,
while zhe is post-verbally; The syntactic differences is that zai is a free morpheme, it locates at aspect
node above VP, i.e. predicate head position. While zhe is a bound morpheme which located below v
node; ¢) when zai co-occurs with zhe in one progressive sentence, zai indicates the progressive state
from the past to present while zhe focus on the progressive start from now on and will continue to the

future.
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